24 March 71 


Harold^Pau]): 

I write this after reading your 3 March confidential 
letter to Paul re Zapruder. X have a few suggestions and 
comments you may wish to consider. 

(Please excuse my recent laxity in writing, nothing 
serious has gotten in my way-- just extra work which 1 cannot 
put aside, and a general sense of "‘blah”.) 

On the location of the "bloody spray in front of the face. 
Consider that Z313 was taken after a "bullet struck the head, 
and that the head is at this point already moving "backward 
at this point — that it has been farther forward than it 
appears in 313. The forward movement apparent between Z312 
and 313 might indeed feave been much more pronounced than 
is apparent in the pictures themselves. Had 313 been taken 
an instant earlier, it might show, for example, the debris _ 
erupting upward from the head, not forward of the head as it 
presently appears in 313. i don l t want to make much of this 
guess, and don*t know where it might lead, but hopefully it 
might somehow help you in your thinking about the problem. 

Thompson in Six Seconds says that the piece of skull 
rolled backward off the runk of the car. ne bases this as- 
sertion on examination of nix film. Zapruder refutes him, 
however. As I recall, the trunk is visible throughout that 
sequence and is in sharp focus. When I saw Z at Archives 
I remember looking for the piece, and failing to see it. 

1 do not dispute that a piece flew backward, but the assertion 
that it rolled off the trunk is patently false, if such a 
piece were visible in nix it would surely be visible in Z-- 
it is not. Hot apparently is there anything suggesting that 
a piece rolled off the trunk — i.e. blood stains on the 
trunk. Some of the Z frames after 313 are very clear and 
no stains appear on the trunk ll looked for them). 

I reiterate that I think the bruising of the supra-sternal 
notch very convincing for the argument that JFK was hit in the 
back of the head between 312 and 213 {.This in in Thompson, and 
I think the argument good; . It is only between those frames 
that the head seems to be driven forward with sufficient force 
to cause the bruising. 

1 recall Howard saying that the "piece of skull" Thompson 
saw in Mix was just reflection of light. That makes sense. 

The piece of skull going upward and backward ties in with 
staements by Brehm and Altgens (others ,toov ) . 

I do wand a copy of Frame-up . Send it whenever you cany- 

I 1 11 send you $10 soon, after I get to 
the few-wk bank for u.S. cash, Gary, in a recent letter, says: 
"Harold used your stuff well in rrame-Up." I do not know 
what "stuff" he means, and am — fo that and other reasons-- 
most anxipus to read the book. 

1* 11 write again soon, answering other things in your 
letter. i l m very busy now-- so are you, so perhaps it*s not 
a bad thing that i have been slow on correspondence lately, 
i hope that I can get down to see you sometime within the 
next couple of months. 1*11 let you know. 

Still, 



